NIJI MAHKWA SCHOOL PROGRAM
OPENING THE FOUR DOORWAYS

In order for the Doorways of Learning to open,
children need to be taught about the four parts of Self Identity:

Self-concept — student’s thoughts about his/her potential as a teacher;
Self-esteem— student’s feelings and his/her ability to grow and develop;
Self-awareness— student’s ability to look within reflection on own values;
Self-determination— student’s ability to develop the four aspects of his/her nature,
the spiritual, emotional, physical and mental, toward wholeness

Northern Doorway
Cree: Kiiwetinohk
Ojibwe: Giiwetinong

Gifts of the North, Vision:

To grow and develop as a teacher / learner
* Search for knowledge, establishing goals

* Aspect of learning needing improvement
Determine the learning of the students
Development of the student profiles
Development of classroom profiles

Eastern Doorway
Cree: Waapanohk
Ojibwe: Waabinong

Western Doorway
Cree: Niikapewanohk
Ojibwe: Niingabiianong

Dec.- Feb.

Gifts of the East, Knowledge Skills:
¢ Understanding the concepts of language
acquisition

*  The nurturing received through interactions
with the human physical and spiritual
environments

* Understanding the ways in which children

learn

Gifts of the West, Self Awareness :
* Time to reflect on experiences;
our values and attitudes
* Know strengths and undeveloped areas
¢ Building on the ongoing evaluation of to
lessons taught
Identity consists of four parts

FOUR
DOORWAYS

Sept.-Nov.
Aen—Jen

June-Aug.

Southern Doorway
Cree: Saawanohk
Ojibwe: Zhawinong

Gifts of the South, Accomplishment:

Goals accomplished
Evaluating learning experiences in practical situations
Appropriate teaching activities selected to promote learning
Greater understanding of the role of a teacher

New skills, new attitudes, and new experiences have been acquired

EACH AND EVERY CHILD IS A SACRED BEING



